
To St. Mary's Parishioners - Group Email/Cell Message #5 - April 24, 
2020 

Please make this message known to your friends, relatives and neighbours in your 
daily conversations.  Not all of our parishioners have email and cell internet access. 

Dear Parishioners,  

Please accept my Easter Season greetings. That Season runs for seven weeks from Easter 
Sunday until Sunday of Pentecost.  During that time our liturgy is focused on the 
meetings of our Risen Lord with his disciples.  Those meetings are always filled with 
enormous joy and gratitude.  No wonder.  They gave them the possibility to go beyond 
their grief and disappointments into new reality filled with hope and new-found 
enthusiasm. 

 This Sunday, which is the Third Sunday of Easter, we listen to the story of the two 
disciples going to the place called Emmaus.  It wasn’t an easy journey.  On the road they 
are trying to make sense of their disappointment.  Even though their Lord joined them 
and was working with them they did not recognize him.  This finally happened at the 
breaking of the bread.  The story of Jesus and the disciples on the road to Emmaus 
points the finger at us and shines a light on our own situation in the times of trial.  Their 
distress is ours and their sadness sounds familiar to our ears.  The troubles and worries 
of life can so crowd our minds that we lose our sense of direction and are brought to the 
point of despair.  All the time we forget that Jesus is walking with us, at our side ready 
and anxious to help us if only we would turn to him for guidance, in these moments of 
quiet desperation.  

This is an opportunity to reflect on the importance of recognizing the Lord’s presence in 
our lives.  One way we do this is by growing closer to him through daily prayer and 
scripture reading.  Being close to Jesus can change everything.  Even the most terrible 
events will not break us down.  The present time is unfortunately not short of such 
events.  Just a few days ago we had here in our Canada a terrible shootout that claimed 
the lives of almost two dozen innocent people.  The coronavirus is still far from being 
controlled.  Despite all this, our Lord is saying to us “trust in me for I have conquered 
the world“.  With our risen Lord the final victory will come. 

My parishioners… please accept my deepest gratitude for all the material donations 
made toward our parish by so many of you.  They are very much needed and help us 
going through those challenging times.  As you know we had to cancel Divine Mercy 
pilgrimage.  We are in the process of cancelling our Chicken Supper as well.  This will 
affect our finances quite significantly.  Thank you so much for your help and 
understanding.  May Blessed Virgin Mary, our Patroness, keep you all in her care.  God 
Bless.   Fr. Roman Majek, OMI 

 

  



 A Message to Canadians from Religious Leaders in Canada in Response 

to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Canadians are experiencing the devastating impact of COVID-19 in what has become a 

rapidly evolving crisis. Understandably, this crisis has brought about feelings of anxiety, 

apprehension and fear. Critical elements of our daily lives are being thrown into 

uncertainty: health, employment, financial security, recreational activities, as well as our 

ability to gather as worshiping communities. In view of these difficulties, all religious 

leaders wish to bring forward a message of hope, gratitude and solidarity to all people 

who call Canada home.  

A Message of Gratitude … 

During this time of crisis, we as religious leaders wish to offer words of appreciation and 
gratitude. Health care professionals are providing unfailing and dedicated service under 
stressful and difficult circumstances. They provide for us a powerful witness of care, 
expertise and service in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

There is also the increased risk of exposure to infection along with other hardships being 
experienced by so many others. For instance, while the rest of society rightly heeds the 
precautions of physical distancing, many remain at work in grocery stores, pharmacies 
and factories. Students, the middle-aged, and those close to retirement are fulfilling a 
variety of essential front-line jobs in the supply chain, ensuring that stores remain open, 
shelves remain stocked, and goods are delivered so that others can have food, medicines 
and other essentials for their families and communities. We express a deep appreciation 
and gratitude for these workers.  

Governments across Canada as well as religious leaders are bearing particularly heavy 
burdens in steering our communities through this calamity. It is comforting to see that 
in such demanding times, political differences are being set aside to serve the common 
good. This too is a witness of hope for Canadians. For all these acts of generosity and 
dedication, let us add our expressions of gratitude for the important work of the diverse 
leaders of our country. 


